


THE JEWS OF GIRONA

Gerona's Jewish heritage results from the conti-
nuous six hundred year presence of an establishd
community which left a very deep mark on the city's
culture and economy, on the customs of its inhabi-
tants, and on its very urban design. From 890 to
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1492 the Jewish people lived through painful episo-
des of their collective history in the Call, the old sec-
tion of the city of Girona, and wrote from within their
precinct some very significant chapters in the his-
tory of human thought.
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(&) THE JEWISH QUARTER (XIII-XIVth. C.)
(B THE JEWISH QUARTER (XVth.C.)
Qe (D SYNAGOGUE (XII-XIVih.C.)
e (2) SYNAGOGUE (XVth.C.)
(3) BONASTRUC GA PORTA
THE CALL

The history of the earliest Jews of Girona is lost
in the mist of time. From the very beginning, many
survivors of destruction of Jerusalem came to Cata-
lonia and settled here. There were Jewish people in
Girona before the Saracen invasion, but the first
mention of a closeknit settlement dates from the
years 889 and 890, when twenty-five families from
the surrounding environs took over the former hou-
ses of the clergy which had been built alongside the

Cathedral. From these dwellings, located where the
Placa dels Apostols now extends, they spread out
gradually into the areas below the city until they had
formed, bit by bit, the Call, a district which already
carried that name in a document dating from 1160.
During the most glorius period of the Aljama, or
Jewish guarter, the population of he Call reached
mare than three hundred.

The carrer dela Forga, the ancient urban stretch






